Elevated calcium level in parathyroid cyst fluid.
Parathyroid cysts are uncommon neck masses. The diagnosis is generally established when the parathormone level is found to be elevated in the typically clear cyst fluid obtained by fine needle aspiration. We present a case where the serum and cyst fluid intact parathormone levels were normal yet the diagnosis was established by demonstrating an elevated fluid calcium level. The cyst recurred after two attempts at aspiration, so the patient underwent a curative operative excision.